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St. Andrew’s United Church of Christ 
7610 Ann Arbor Street, Dexter, MI  48130 

Email: CAdams@StAndrewsDexter.org 
www.StAndrewsDexter.org 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Communion Sunday 

September 6, 2020 
10:00 A.M. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

Once again, welcome to this hour of worship and whether you have chosen to worship in-person in the 
sanctuary or remain at home, the greeting is extended to all. 
 

It’s Labor Day weekend, which generally signals the end of Summer and the beginning of the Fall Season and 
school year.  Of course, this Fall Season is different, but I look forward to it even though there is uncertainty as 
to what it will bring. 
 

WORD PICTURES OF GOD are pictures that Jesus paints of God in parables that tell us in familiar human terms 
something about God’s reign in human life and God’s saving action in the world.  Often the parables picture a 
God of Surprises, so in this Fall Season when everything seems to be so uncertain, let us be on the look out for 
a surprise that God just might have in store.  This morning we learn from Jesus about the Parable of the Sower. 
 

It is also a Communion Sunday, when we come to the Lord’s Table to remember, have communion and celebrate 
our hope in Christ.  The bread and wine (grape juice) will continue to be offered in the sealed wrappers that you 
picked up before entering the sanctuary. 
 

Also, the Mid-Afternoon Vesper Service will be held this Wednesday afternoon, September 9th at 3 pm.  The 
theme of these Mid-Afternoon Vesper Services is Make Your Life Great Again – Living the Psalms.  This service 
will study Psalm 13. 
 

And finally, a formal farewell will be extended to Cindy Adams, the church office manager, during worship on 
Sunday, September 20th.  Cindy will be moving to Tennessee to be closer to family at the end of September. 
 

Peace and Prayers 
      In Christ, 
Pastor Bigelow  
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Silent Prayer for the Beginning of Worship — Lord God, we thank you for this opportunity of 
Christian worship.  You are the potter, we are the clay.  Shape us by your Holy Spirit, make us 
right with you; tune us to your love for us in Christ and to your redemptive purpose for our lives.  
In the name of Jesus, we pray, Amen. 
 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP THE TRIUNE GOD 

RINGING OF THE BELL AND CHIMES 
WELCOME  
PRELUDE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP        
May our lives profess and proclaim that “our help is in the name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth.”                                                                                                                     (Psalm 

124:8) 

Amen! 
  
We rejoice in God’s presence with us and our fellowship with one another. 
We look to the past in faith. 
 
We look to the future in hope. 
We live in the present in love. 
 
In that faith, hope and love, we gather to worship the living and Triune God, Father, Son and 
Spirit. 
 
SALUTATION 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.                     (Philippians 1:2) 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you! 
And also, with you! 
   

GATHERING HYMN     God Himself Is With Us         
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Lord God, we thank you for this opportunity of Christian worship.  You are the potter, we are the 
clay.  Shape us by your Holy Spirit, make us right with you; tune us to your love for us in Christ 
and to your redemptive purpose for our lives.  In the name of Jesus, we pray, Amen. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sy01TF6kH5M
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WE ARE RENEWED BY THE SPIRIT 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  
As we gather around the Lord’s Table we are reminded that it is not an act of virtue, but rather 
that the Table is prepared for those who humbly trust Christ alone and find his death, 
resurrection and ascension, our only peace.  In reverence and humility, let us confess our sins 
and seek God’s mercy.  Let us pray. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Almighty God, we have sinned against you and one another in thought, word and deed; in 
what we have done and in what we have left undone. 

(silent reflection) 
Lord have mercy upon us.  Christ have mercy upon us.  Lord have mercy upon us. 

(silent reflection) 
In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we 
shall be; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND FORGIVENESS 
But God who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were 
dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ.  For by grace you have been 
saved through faith and this is not your doing; it is the gift of God, not the results of works, so 
that no one may boast.                                                                                                  (Ephesians 2:4-5, 8-9) 
 
GOD’S DIRECTION FOR OUR LIVES 
Please read Psalm 1 
  

 
WE HEAR AND LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 

SCRIPTURE LESSON         
 New Testament — Mark 4:1-20 
 
SERMON – The Parable of the Sower – A Soil Test    (found on pages 5-6) 
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WE ARE FED AT THE LORD’S TABLE 

(For those of you who wish to remain home or who are homebound; you may wish to receive 
the Sacrament with your own bread and wine at this time; and while remaining home, still be in 
union with Christ and the body of Christ at St. Andrew’s UCC.) 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER – See Communion Liturgy 
 The Meaning of the Sacrament and Invitation 
 Communion Hymn     We Come As Guests Invited 
 Communion Prayer 
 Communion 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving after Communion 
 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray.  We praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us at your Table.  Grateful for 

your gifts and mindful of the communion of your saints, we offer to you our prayers for all 

people.  We continue to offer our prayers for those circumstances and people on the 

congregation’s Prayer List. 
  

We pray this in Jesus’ name and who taught us to pray: 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 

  as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

WE GO FORTH TO REVEAL JESUS CHRIST IN THE WORLD 
 

PARTING HYMN    Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart    

BENEDICTION 

May the God of grace, deeper than our imagination;  

the strength of Christ, stronger than our need; 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, richer than our togetherness,  

guide and sustain us today and in all our tomorrows. 
 

AMEN! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jafdLyZ0Dw8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u-5TQcFeUlc
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POSTLUDE 

SERMON – The Parable of the Sower – A Soil Test 
SCRIPTURE — New Testament – Mark 4:1-20 
 
A very large crowd has gathered around Jesus, so he gets in a boat, pushes off shore and begins 
teaching to those standing around on land and tells this parable of a sower.  You remember that 
a parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  It expresses in familiar human terms, 
something about God’s reign in human life.  And as we can see in this parable, something about 
God’s purpose in the world and that in sending forth his gospel, God’s purposes will finally 
triumph.  That seed which the sower flings out is a picture of God’s live-giving recreating word; 
God’s action and presence.  As the message is proclaimed in the world, sometimes it has a poor 
reception.  The hard-packed earth of a beaten path won’t take it.  The shallow soil that covers 
shelf rock won’t let it strike a deep root.  When it falls on thorny ground alien growths spring up 
to choke it and keep it from bearing fruit.  But the sower doesn’t lose heart.  Because he knows 
that some of the seed is going to fall on good ground and bring up an abundant crop. 
 
Jesus’ message to his disciples might be that in times of opposition and meager response to their 
message, he wants to reassure them that in times of discouragement they would need to keep 
sowing.  But why would Jesus tell this parable to the multitudes and passionately ask them to 
hear and heed the message; and why did he to help interpret it for them. 
 
He wanted people, whether they were hearing him for the first or hundredth time, to grapple 
with this question.  How am I receiving God’s Word – how am I responding to God?  He didn’t 
want them to just listen with mild interest as though the kingdom of God were a program out 
there which they could observe as a movement and view from a distance and detachment, but 
wanted people to see themselves in the story.  So that would apply us, to you and me as well.  
Jesus wants us to see ourselves in this parable.  Where do you see yourself in this parable? 
 
Do you see yourself on the path where the birds came and devoured the seeds?  Jesus 
interpreted that as where Satan came and immediately snuffed the life out of a person’s 
response to God.  That might look like quenched feelings of gratitude; resistance to God’s loving 
invitation that sometimes comes as a small still voice.  Or maybe you feel hurt from a betrayal, 
or just busyness, so that there is no time for listening to God.  The birds swoop down from the 
trees and you go on as though nothing happened, and you hadn’t heard a thing. 
 
Or maybe you see yourself as seed that fell on the rocky ground.  There was a time in your life 
when you responded to God with enthusiasm.  Faith was exciting and new.  Perhaps an 
emotional experience that inspired you, but somehow it didn’t last.  Perhaps some people who 
were supposed to be Christians hurt or disappointed you; or the warm feeling just faded away, 
and it was all over, and it just wasn’t worth it anymore.  It was just on the surface that was rocky 
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ground, not much soil and when the sun scorched, there were no roots and faith just withered 
away. 
 
But then there is another possibility.  Your life could be like soil in which things have already 
taken root.  The ground looks receptive enough and the seed seems to have taken a promising 
start.  But the first tender growth is choked out horns, that Jesus labels as, “the cares and riches 
and pleasure of life.”  A good start is made in the Christian life, but one gets stuck somewhere 
along the way.  The good seed doesn’t seem to grow, maybe there is something hard to believe, 
something in your past, something about the deceitfulness of riches or the love of other things, 
or a closely guarded prejudice that is even off limits to God.  Whatever the case, the thorns 
flourish and choke out God. 
 
But those aren’t the only possibilities.  Jesus also speaks of good soil.  There are those who hear 
it and hold fast to it in good hearts, and it brings forth fruit with patience.  Jesus encounters 
some who are eager for life, who hunger and thirst for righteousness.  They rearrange their lives 
around God/God’s Word and make room for God to work.  “Blessed are they who hear the Word 
of God and keep it.” 
 
As we prepare to gather around the Lord’s Table, test the soil of your faith.  Whether you have 
gathered at the Table just a few times or for many times, how would you answer the question 
that Jesus poses in this parable?  How am I receiving the Word of God?  How am I responding to 
God’s Word today? 
 
AMEN! 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 Sunday, September 6th Worship Service at 10:00 am led by Pastor Bigelow. 

 Monday, September 7th is Labor Day. 

 Vesper Service on Wednesday, September 9th at 3:00 pm. 

 Sunday, September 13th Worship Service at 10:00 am led by Pastor Bigelow. 

 Sunday, September 20th Worship Service at 10:00 am including a Farewell to Cindy Adams. 

 

 


